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From the Pastor’s desk 

In Ephesians 4:12 and 1 Corinthians 12:27 the 

Apostle Paul refers to the Church as the body of 

Christ.  This term “body of Christ” represents 

several truths of the nature of the Church.  This 

truth represents the fact that Jesus is the head 

of the Church, the One who gives life to the 

Church, and the One who nourishes the Church.  

I have chosen the name of this newsletter 

“Connections” in light of the fact that we are 

the body of Christ and any healthy body has 

connections such as tendons and ligaments that 

join and hold parts of the body together and 

help them function as a unit.  The human body 

also has a central nervous system that carries 

messages to the brain and a vascular system 

that provides blood flow to all the parts of the 

body.  All of these connections in the human 

body illustrate the fact that the body of Christ is 

connected not only to Christ Jesus the head of 

the body, but to each other.  That is why Paul 

stated in Ephesians 4:20, “… there are many 

parts but one body.”  

 One way that your Diaconate decided to help 

the flow of communication within the body of 

Christ here at FBC is to have a quarterly 

newsletter to keep us connected to what is 

happening in the life of our church body. 

In addition to keeping all of us up to date 

regarding what is happening in our church 

body, we would like to share other pertinent 

and fun information such as community events 

that might be of interest to others in the 

church.  I invite you to share with us what is 

happening in the life of your family such as 

graduations, engagements, weddings, funerals 

and other important events in your family life.  

We also welcome pictures that you would like 

to share to help us feel connected in that way.  

We would also like to have you share a cost 

cutting idea, a favorite recipe, or a tip regarding 

affordable vacation spots around the state, 

around the Midwest or around the nation. 

I would also like to have a regular feature in our 

newsletter called “Count Your Blessings” in 

which we share with each other ways in which 

we have been blessed either from a Scripture 

we read, a book we read, a song we heard, an 

act of kindness bestowed on us, or any other 

way you have been blessed by the Lord. 

If you have other ideas for regular features in 

“Connections” let us know about them. 

From the Christian Education Board: 

For the next ten weeks we will be watching The 

Truth Project - starting at 9:15 a.m. The goal 

behind watching this video series is to help unify 

the church around the truth of who God is and 

what His word communicates. 

The children are enjoying a singing time at the 

beginning of Sunday school and the 3rd-6th 

grade students are going through The Truth 

Chronicles which parallels some of the concepts 

taught in The Truth Project. The Sunday school 

classes are combined into two groups for now. 
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We have some wonderful and committed 

teachers who are getting a much deserved 

break to participate in The Truth Project. Once 

this is over, we will be looking for some Sunday 

school teachers to help fill in some vacancies - 

please be in prayer about whether God may be 

calling you to serve in this capacity. 

 

Coming soon: 

AWANA Derby  

 Boys and girls, start your engines.  The annual 

AWANA derby is scheduled for Saturday, April 

2nd.  Make sure you have completed the 

memory work and other things you have to do 

in order to be able to race in the derby.  

Vacation Bible School 

 

The dates for VBS are set for the evenings of 

June 19-23. Our theme this year is going to be 

Gold Rush: Discovering the Rock of Ages. 

Anyone interested in participating: games, 

drama, music, crafts, snacks, teaching, 

decorating, publicity, prayer... should let me or 

someone else on CE know. We will be having a 

planning meeting soon. 

 

Use your gifts and talents! 

The Music Committee is looking for people with 

musical talent to provide special music in our 

worship services.  Can you sing or play an 

instrument?  Contact Merlin Van Bruggen or 

Lynn Karges to get on the schedule for special 

music. 

The Trustees have decided to ask for your help.  

All the duties in the church from building 

maintenance, grounds maintenance, upkeep of 

instruments and sound system to janitorial 

work are overseen by the Trustees.  If you have 

abilities and or interest in serving in any of 

these areas let one of the Trustees know.  The 

Trustees are Rollie Hochstetler, Garth Lindgren, 

Glen Lysne, and James Schroeder. 

 

 

A tangible mission project 

 

 

Meet Barka (Blessing) and Barkidi (I am 

blessed).  This cow was purchased by a pastor in 

the Winnipeg area and given to a community of 

Christians in Nigeria who are of the Fulbe tribe.  

These Fulbe are all former Muslims who have 

come to follow the Lord Jesus.  For the Fulbe, 

cattle are a way of life but this group of Fulbe 

lost most of their cattle in a civil war and as a 

result of their confessing Christ.  The civil war 

was in 2001.  Those who fought with the Fulbe 

hit them where it hurt most.  They killed many 

of their cattle.  Then when these Fulbe openly 

confessed Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, their 

extended family took most of the rest of their 

cattle away from them.  This small community 

of Fulbe Christians is slowly rebuilding their 

herd and we want to help them.  As a church 

we are collecting funds and every time we have 

enough to buy a cow we will send the money to 

these brothers and sisters in Nigeria so they can 

buy a cow on behalf of First Baptist Church.  A 

young cow costs about $700 (US).  Your tax 

deductible donation can be made payable to 

First Baptist Church. 


